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A Message from our Pastor 

November Ushers  

November 6 Stewardship Campaign 

November 13 Luke 21:5-19 

November 20 Luke 23:32-43 

November 27 Luke 24:36-44 

 

Worship Service 

Join us every Sunday at 10 a.m. for our praise 

and worship service.  Communion is served 

every first Sunday of the month and everyone 

is welcome to partake. 

November is the month when we take the 

time to celebrate, thankfulness. It all 

started with the pilgrims who settled in 

New England and how they survived their 

first winters in this new land and the tute-

lage they received from the Native Ameri-

cans on how to farm and what to plant. 

We are all still pilgrims. The definition of 

Pilgrim is , “A person who journeys to a 

sacred place for religious reasons.” My 

pilgrimage has led me to two sacred 

places. The first was Windermere Union 

Church. The fact that you have loved, fol-

lowed, listened and created this incredible 

church with me has changed my life. My 

serving this community of faith has led me 

to my second sacred place, my soul. The 

freedom you have created for me has al-

lowed me to explore my own truths and I 

also discarded the toxic religious lessons I 

inherited. In order for me to know these 

sacred places we have planted and har-

vested so much together. 

Now that I am at the twilight of my career 

as your pastor I find I spend more time 

these days reflecting upon what we have 

built and created together. We have come 

so far and accomplished so much since 

my pilgrimage started with you in July of 

1995. The building of our new church 

facility and preschool, the hiring of our 

staff who do phenomenal work to the 

people we have helped in significant 

ways, along with the contributions we 

have made to the world to make it a bet-

ter place. We are an example of how 

incredibly diverse people from culture, 

education, wealth and political convic-

tions can co-exist and love each other. 

However, what brings me the greatest 

joy is all the people I have had the pleas-

ure of knowing through our time together. 

The beautiful people from our past and 

those who are with us now. In the end it 

is always about the people. I love you 

Windermere Union Church. Thank you 

for making my life so rich and joining me 

on my pilgrimage to the sacred places in 

my life.  

November Acolytes 



 

 

The Rev. Barton Buchanan, Senior Pastor 

pastorbarton@windermereunion.org 

Kevin Harris, Music Director 

kevin@windermereunion.org 

Steve Case, Youth Minister 

scase2@cfl.rr.com 

Chris Stumpf,  

Wedding and Childcare Coordinator 

happyheart.chris@gmail.com 

Sarah Larenas, Office Manager 

office@windermereunion.org 

Life Lessons that Informed My Faith   
by Nancy Cordes 

When my daughter Christie was about 12 

years old, she wanted to join her Girl 

Scout Troop for a white water rafting trip. I 

was a very protective mother and I did not 

want her to go. Ed convinced me that I had 

to give her some freedom to try new 

things. After she left for the trip I stayed 

very close to the phone because I was 

petrified that something bad was going to 

happen.  I prayed fervently that God would 

keep her out of harms way. When I knew 

Christie was on her way home from that 

trip, I felt a sense of peace. I had not got-

ten a telephone call so I knew that all was 

well. 

When Christie was dropped off at our 

house, I was so happy to see her. She 

bounded out of the car and immediately 

proceeded to tell me about how she had 

fallen out of the raft in the most dangerous 

part of the rapids and how the water kept 

pushing her under. The guide on the raft 

threw her a life preserver which she was 

able to grab hold and she made it safely 

back onto the raft. I thought I was going to 

have a heart attack as she described how 

scared she was and how she thought she 

was going to drown. She stayed very close 

to me every chance she got. 

I thanked God she was safe and was re-

minded that God can and will protect us 

even when we are in the midst of a bad 

situation. That was something I hadn’t 

thought about. I had prayed God would 

protect her from getting into any danger 

without realizing God would protect her 

(and us) even if she was thrown into a 

dangerous situation. This was another 

lesson informing me about the loving 

God I followed. 

 

Windermere Union Church Preschool 

10710 Park Ridge-Gotha Rd. 

Windermere, FL 34786 

407-909-0464 

Email us at: wucpreschool@gmail.com 

www.windermereunionchurchpreschool.com 

Come help us Decorate the 

Church for Christmas! 

 

Saturday November 26 9:00AM! 
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Birthdays are great and we want 

to celebrate with you! Please 

contact Ann Green, 407-293-8892 

or ggreen7@cfl.rr.com with those 

special dates for all your family 

members so we can recognize 

and wish one and all a Happy 

Birthday!  

 

 Aprille Case  Nov 2   

 Ruth Burch  Nov 5  

 Ryan Lawrence Nov 7 

 John Harak  Nov 10  

 Kevin Harris Nov 10 

 Nancy Swenson Nov 13 

 Taylor Falzarano Nov 13 

 Kathy Coleman Nov 13 

 Charles Davis Nov 14 

 Aimee Jenkins Nov 17 

 Denise Harbin Nov 18 

 Cassie Speirs Nov 18 

 Trinity Snow Nov 21 

 Faith Stumpf Nov 22 

 Jane Ferguson Nov 28 

 Taylor Whiteside Nov 29 

  

 

Dear WUC Church Family, 

We greatly appreciate your donation of the 

Shepherd’s Fund to Dave’s House in Octo-

ber. Your donation of $1,745 will help to 

provide non-time limited housing with the 

support services needed so that good peo-

ple with bad illnesses can get and stay 

well managing their illness while living in 

the community instead on the street, in a 

hospital, or in jail. Your love and generos-

ity can move mountains! Thank you! 

With abundant gratitude, 

Ron and Lin Wilinsky 

 

Annual Stewardship Dinner will be held Sunday, 

November 13th, at the Windermere Town Hall. 

Appetizers and drinks will be served from 5:30-

6:115. Dinner will follow.  All are welcome. 

 

 

Social/Spiritual Committee welcomes new mem-

bers to join our team! Those interested may 

email Pat Minnick at patri-

cialminnick@gmail.com 

 LIN WILENSKY  

Co-Founder 
407-810-3201   
Lin@DavesHouse.org 

 

WUC Contribution to Dave’s House 

FALL CONFERENCE FALL GATHERING 

Earlier this year, at the end of April, we attended the Spring Gathering. There were 6 of us from 

Windermere Church at the conference in Ft. Lauderdale. Last weekend, Oct. 21-22 we came 

together for the Fall Gathering. This assembly was held at First Congregational UCC in Sara-

sota, FL. Pastor Barton, Kevin and Jennifer Harris, Todd LaFlame, and David Houseal repre-

sented our church. On Friday evening we enjoyed a delightful reception, followed by a packed-

house concert with Steel Wheel, a Bluegrass band from Virginia. Saturday was a full day of 

business, inspiring worship services (one of which featured our Pastor Barton as the 

“preacher”), a powerful keynote presentation on “The Common Good” by Rev. Da Vita McCal-

lister, who currently serves as Associate Conference Minister in Connecticut, plus a wide selec-

tion of workshops. There were 195 registered, representing 46 of the Florida UCC churches. It 

is such a privilege to represent our wonderful church at these events. I strongly encourage oth-

ers to explore such events in the future. Next year there will be only one 3-day conference 

somewhere in central Florida. The fellowship is deep, the inspiration is profound, and the joy of 

such celebrations can reach new heights. It will be exciting next year to see Pastor Barton in a 

major leadership role. Thank you for your support to the conference. If you’re interested there 

will be upcoming reports on our state conference website. 

 

By David Houseal 

 

mailto:ggreen7@cfl.rr.com
mailto:Jerry.Kassab@aspirehp.org
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Join Us!  
Choir rehearsals Tuesday 6:00pm-7:00 

pm 

Our annual stewardship campaign 

is underway.  The theme this year is 

DASH-Daily Acts Serving Humanity. 

 

We don’t want to give too much 

away so if you want to know more 

make sure you attend worship ser-

vices on the following dates: 

 

 

October 30 Beginning Stewardship 

Campaign 

 

November 6 Campaign continues 

 

November 13—this is Giving Sun-

day and includes the Stewardship 

Celebration Dinner at Windermere 

Town Hall 

 

Come join the fun! Giving Made Fun 

that is! 

 

 

 

The time changes back one hour 

on November 6. 

 

CHANGE YOUR CLOCKS! 
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      November 6 

We will be honoring our loved ones 

who have passed on during All 

Saint’s Day on November 6.  If you 

have a picture you would like in-

cluded in the slide show please 

send to Kevin Harris along with the 

person's name. 

Chris Stump has sun catchers that 

you can put your loved ones name 

on and we will hang them in the 

memory garden during a special 

ceremony.  Also we will have hearts 

that we will hang on the Christmas 

tree. When the hearts are taken off 

they are burned and the ashes are 

used in our Ash Wednesday Ser-

vice. 

November 6 Communion will also 

be served. 

Adult Sunday School  

 

 Adult Sunday school meets at 9:00 

am in the preschool multi-purpose 

room. 

 

We are viewing a new DVD entitled 

“Eclipsing Empire” (Paul, Rome, 

and the Kingdom of God) narrated 

by Marcus Borg and John Dominic 

Crossan. 

Each Sunday we view an 

approximate 20 minute segment 

from the DVD and discuss our 

reactions to what we have just 

seen.  Each weekly segment is 

“stand alone”, therefore there is 

nothing to prepare prior to viewing 

the DVD. 

Everyone is welcome to attend. “No 

cover, no minimum”. 

Bible Study Tuesday Night at 

7:00PM. We are studying The 

Kingdom Within 
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Life of the Beloved: Spiritual Living in a Secu-

lar World By Henri J.M. Nouwen 
Reviewed by: Todd La Flame 

 

 

This book was first referred to me by 

David Houseal several years ago. I 

put It on my “to read” list and then I 

didn’t think about it again. A few 

months later while going through 

Stephen Ministry training at St. Luke’s 

UMC one of our instructors shared 

that he found this book to be life 

changing. I decided I had better read 

it. It felt like God was trying to say 

something to me. 

The book is a very quick read, but as 

they say, good things come in small 

packages. In this book Father Nou-

wen is writing it for a Jewish friend of 

his, and trying to explain the Christian 

life in a way that he and his secular 

friends can understand. 

He writes using the story of the last 

supper. Speaking about how we are 

the Beloved of God and how we can 

live our lives in such a way as to BE-

COME the Beloved of God, by follow-

ing the example of Christ who: 

1. TOOK the bread 

2. BLESSED the bread 

 

3. BROKE the bread 
4. GAVE the bread 
 
For me I found this book to be very 
inspiring and the way in which I want 
to live my life. I now start every New 
Year off by re-reading this book, in 
hopes of making its teachings and 
principles a part of my daily life. 

Men’s Group has been discontinued at 

this time. 

Stephen Ministry is here for you! Do you need someone 

to listen to you? Are you hurting from divorce, illness, 

unemployment, loneliness, hospitalization or life 

difficulties? Stephen Ministers visit and listen to you for 

one-hour a week. There’s no cost for this service and it 

is strictly confidential. For more information please 

contact Pastor Barton, 407-876-2112. 

We will begin taking applications  

soon for those interested in be-

coming Stephen Ministers. 

Classes will begin in January! 

See any Stephen Minister for an 

application.  
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by Patsy Martin 

W e’re still recycling! The recycling containers are in  the 

hall custodial closet (next to the men’s restroom).  

There is a sign on the wall.   

One Solitary Life 
by Henry Drum- mond 

David grew up in the parsonages of his 

father’s churches. His parents lost both a 

son and a daughter early, so he was basi-

cally an only child. Most of his childhood 

was in the Harrisburg, PA area. He went 

to college in IL, then seminary in CA and 

IL. He served pastorates in IL and PA and 

was later ordained in the EUB denomina-

tion which subsequently became part of 

the United Methodist Church. He spent 

two years in Houston, TX in clinical pas-

toral education and served a number of 

years as a CPE Supervisor. Later he 

worked for Lutheran Social Services in 

York, PA and developed and directed the 

ADVANCE Program for 22 years; an 

“offenders intervention program for do-

mestic and sexual assault perpetrators”. 

He has two sons from a previous marriage 

both of whom live in York, PA. 

Linda was born in York, PA and spent 

most of her life there. She attended Mil-

lersville State University and Penn State 

earning a Master’s Degree in Secondary 

Education. She taught Junior High English 

for several years and then taught Senior 

High English and Latin for the remainder 

of her 39 year career. 

We got married in 1980 and a few years 

later retired and started to travel in our 

motor home. We eventually became 

“snow birds” and divided our year be-

tween York, PA and Florida where we 

soon found ourselves working at Walt 

Disney World. It soon became evident 

that we were staying longer and longer in 

Florida, so we moved here last year. 

We credit much of that decision to the 

fact that we found a special “HOME” and 

“FAMILY” at Windermere Union Church. 

 

Join the WUC on Face 

book 

Yes, we’re on Face book!  

Sign up to join the group at 

www.facebook.com or  

if you already have a Face book  

account, look us up under  

Linda and David Houseal 
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The Small Group will be  on Friday, 

November 18. 7 PM at Paul & Jill 

Heroux’s.  There will be food and 

fellowship and we will watch a video 

and then have a discussion about it. 

Please RSVP to Del & Martha so 

they have an idea of how many 

people to expect.  

We will be featuring a story about a church mem-

ber each month.  Get your pencils ready! We want 

to get to know you! 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 

 

November 23 there will be a pot luck dinner. Everyone is wel-

come! This is done annually so those who don’t have anyone to 

spend Thanksgiving with have a place. Bring a covered dish and 

join us! Remember November 23 5:30PM! 
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Ongoing Mental Health Support Groups 
The National Alliance on Mental Illness of Greater Orlando has two support 

groups occurring the second Tuesday of every month at 6:30 p.m. at St. 

Luke’s United Methodist Church, 4851 S. Apopka-Vineland Road, Bldg. B.  

One group is for those recovering from mental illness and one is for their 

families.  Trained facilitators will lead the meetings which are free of 

charge.  Need information?  Call 407-253-1900. 

Meditation Workshop 

.HAS BEEN DISCONTINUED. At 

this time we feel it has run it’s 

course.  

Praying Around the World 
By  

David Houseal 

 

For your Consideration: 
1. What are young people looking for in a 

church (according to research)? “welcoming, 

accepting, belonging, authentic, hospitable, 
and caring”. How are we doing? 

2. Muslims attending mass in Catholic churches 

in France following the killing of a Priest. 
Head of French Muslim council: “We are all 

Catholics in France” 

3. Attacks against Coptic Christians in Egypt by 
radicals are “spiraling out of control”. 

4. The Desmond Tutu Peace Foundation in 

partnership with the Dalai Lama have initi-
ated a world-wide initiative called “Share the 

Joy” to overcome hatred. Check it out. 

5. The Ho-Chuck Nation and many other tribal 
groups representing 122 countries are adding 

to their constitutions statements about the 

“right of nature” to protect the environment. 
Ho-Chuck Nation is a native American tribe 

in Wisconsin. Their name means “People of 

the Big Voice or  “People of the Sacred Lan-

guage” 

 

Remember in this time of our national election (II 
Chronicles 7:14: IF my people...will Humble them-

selves and Pray, and seek MY face, and 

Turn...THEN I will HEAR...FORGIVE...AND 
HEAL THEIR LAND’. 

Special event going on? Let us know! If you or your group is having an event 

or service open to the public, please inform Patsy Martin, 407-445-3695, as 

early as possible for publicity in local newspapers. 

Let Us Know!  

by Patsy Martin 

Do we have your current address, phone, and e-mail? 

Please update your contact information with Ginny  

Porinsky at bandgporinsky@hotmail.com or call  

407-614-8802. Don’t be left out of the loop! 


